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such a crisis as this that you may know whether all
your labor in organization and drills has had a vital
or a superficial effect.

And the battery must continue to fire up to the
very minute of abandoning the ship, the gunners
being the last of the enlisted men to go. Down on
the spar-deck I found everybody full of fight. I re-
member as I passed along seeing Ensign Barker, now
Rear-Admiral Albert S. Barker (retired), sighting a
gun. To show what a small detail, even In a time
of such tension as that was, may impress itself on
the mind, I recollect that Barker was wearing eye-
glasses. I had never seen him with them on before.

"What are we leaving her for?" Barker asked,
He was thinking only of his part, without knowing
that there was a fire forward. When I explained,
he comprehended the situation* It was Barker who
brought the Oregon out to Manila after the Spanish
War and who took over the command of the Asiatic
station on my departure for home,

The three boats on the starboard side toward
the enemy's batteries had all been smashed by shells,
The three on the port side were still seaworthy*

We got all of the wounded in the first boat, and
started that down the river, with directions to go
on board one of our ships. The second and the
third, which had some of the slightly wounded, as
well as members of the crew who were unhurt, were
told to make a landing near by on the bank and to